47th Annual Conference of Orissa Botanical Society (OBS) at Fakir Mohan

University, Balasore

The 47th Annual Conference of the Orissa Botanical Society (OBS) and the National Conference on
“Research Approaches for Sustainable Growth of Plants and Microbes in Present Climatic Conditions”
were successfully organized by Fakir Mohan University on December 28-29, 2024. The conference
commenced with an insightful keynote address by Prof. Kashinath Bhattacharya, Former Professor of
Botany at Visva Bharati, West Bengal. Three eminent scholars delivered plenary lectures, including
Prof. Partha Pritam Baruah from Gauhati University, Assam; Prof. Swati Bhattacharya from Bose
Institute, Kolkata; and Dr. Soumit Kumar Behera from CSIR-National Botanical Research Institute,
Lucknow. In addition to the plenary sessions, the conference featured 10 invited lectures, 18 oral
presentations, and 60 poster presentations, showcasing cutting-edge scientific findings.

As part of the event, the OBS recognized outstanding contributions to the field of Botany with six
prestigious awards:

e Dr. Mopuri Brahmam Memorial Award for Plant Biodiversity Conservation: Dr. Soumit Kumar
Behera, Senior Principal Scientist, CSIR-National Botanical Research Institute, Lucknow.

e Prof. Gopinath Panigrahi Memorial Award for Taxonomy: Dr. Adhira Kumar Sahoo and Dr.
Sudhanshu Sekhar Dash, both from the Botanical Survey of India.

e Prof. Harihara Pattnaik Memorial Award for Microbiology: Prof. Chandi Charan Rath, Rama
Devi Women's University, and Dr. Basanta Kumar Choudhury, former Head of Dhenkanal
College.

e Bhagabati Mishra Memorial Award for Best Teacher in Botany: Dr. Diptirani Nanda, former
Associate Professor, Salipur College.

e Mahesh Prasad Purohit Award for Popularisation of Plant Science in Odisha: Dr. Mihir Kumar
Das, Odisha State Higher Education Council, and Dr. Dharanidhara Jena, former Vice Principal
of Ravenshaw College.

e College of Basic Science Award for Significant Contribution to Botany: Prof. (Dr.) Soumendra
Kumar Naik, Ravenshaw University.

The event was graced by Professor Santosh Kumar Tripathy, Vice Chancellor of Fakir Mohan University,
as chief guest who expressed hope that the conference would foster advanced research collaborations
and provide valuable insights into sustainable scientific practices amidst rapid environmental changes.
Prof. Bhaskar Behera, Chairman of the Post Graduate Council at Fakir Mohan University, highlighted
the importance of such annual meetings in promoting knowledge sharing, recognizing distinguished
scholars, and inspiring young researchers.

The conference also saw the participation of several veteran botanists, including Prof. Rama Chandra
Mohanty, Former UGC & CSIR Emeritus Professor at Utkal University, Bhubaneswar; Prof. P. K. Chand,
Former Vice Chancellor of Maharaja Sriramchandra Bhanjdeo University; and Prof. P. K. Mohapatra,
Professor at Ravenshaw University, Professor Surjendu Kumar Dey, Fakir Mohan University,

During the two-day event, the conference convenor, Prof. Ranindra Kumar Nayak, delivered the
welcome address, while Prof. Anil Kumar Biswal, Co-convenor, introduced the guests. The Annual
Report was presented by Prof. Sujata Mohanty, Secretary of the Orissa Botanical Society, and Dr. Mihir
Tanay Das, the organizing secretary, offered the vote of thanks. Faculty members of the University
including, Dr Arpita Banerjee, Br Biswajit Patra, Dr. Rajashree Das and Ms. Adyasha Panda coordinated
successful organization of the event.

The OBS, one of the oldest and most active professional organizations for scientists and researchers in
Odisha, played a central role in organizing the event. Prof. Bibhuti Bhusan Mishra serves as the current
President of OBS.
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